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The Minister of Tourism Launched the “Innovation in Tourism” Programme at the Faculty  
 

On the 12th and 13th of March a two-day programme entitled, “Innovation in Tourism” took place at the FEB in the organizati-
on of the Croatian Student Association (Hrvatska studentska asocijacija, HSA). As part of the project, new dominant trends in 
modern tourism were presented to students.  During the opening ceremony Dean Žager, Darko Lorencin, the Minister of Tou-
rism and Professor Darko Prebežac, the Head of the Department of Tourism addressed the audience. 

 
Minister Lorencin stated in his opening speech that Croatia’s tourism development 
strategy defines “tourism as an industry of emotions and experiences”. To reach this 
target we must be innovative and creative in our tourism offer to create new motivati-
on to travel and increase arrivals. “Innovation is one of the keys to achieve higher 
quality of products and services offered by the tourism industry, increasing the quality 
of these factors ensures the competitiveness of the entire tourism sector. Innovative 
ideas are essential to increase the length of the tourist season, or to decrease the 
seasonality of Croatian tourism, which is a major challenge for the industry.”  
 
He emphasized that tourism today is one of the sectors where innovation is followed 

and implemented most quickly. This industry makes it possible to create entirely new products and offers, innovate in tourism 
marketing and develop services which make traveling simpler. 

 

Our Student Wins on an International Logo Design Competition 
 
Damir Piteša, a graduate student at the FEB won the international logo design com-
petition launched by Amber Road - Central European Network of Faculties of Eco-
nomics at the end of last year. 
 
Competitors from 13 partner institutions from 9 countries took part in the competiti-
on (Austria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Poland, Slovakia, Serbia 
and Slovenia). 
 
After detailed discussions and voting, Damir Piteša’s entry was deemed to be the 
best of the several entries. 
 
Dean Žager presented Mr. Piteša with the award. At the occasion Mr. Piteša stated: 
„ I decided to participate in the competition on the suggestion of Suzana Karabaić, 

the manager of the International Office, 
where I work as a volunteer. Since one of 
my hobbies is design, I am extremely 
happy that I managed to turn this hobby 
into something useful, especially since it 
benefits the faculty at which I study. Therefore, I am extremely happy that my cre-
ation was selected as the best one at the competition“. 

Amber Road - Central European Network 

of Faculties of Economics is one of the 

largest networks of universities in Southe-

ast Europe. Its main aim is to foster coo-

peration in education and research.  

Minister Hajdaš Dončić Delivered a Lecture at the Faculty of Economics and Business 
 

The minister of Maritime Affairs, Traffic and Infrastructure, Dr Siniša Hajdaš Dončić delivered a lecture to graduate students 
of Tourism at the FEB on the 25th of March.  
 
The lecture was delivered as part of Dr Darko Prebežac’s the elective course „Air Traffic Management“. Minister Hajdaš 
Dončić familiarized the students with the basics of the Traffic Development Strategy of the Republic of Croatia, putting spe-
cial emphasis on air traffic. He explained the roles and importance of participants within the air traffic system (air-carriers, 
airports, air-controllers, regulators and the state), emphasized the contribution of air traffic to the Croatian economy and hig-
hlighted the interdependence of the development of air traffic and tourism. 
 
During and after the lecture the minister answered questions regarding air traffic as well as other matters related to the 
Ministry of Maritime Affairs, Traffic and Infrastructure. 

 



Belgrade Students of Economics Visit the FEB 

On the 6th of March a seven-member team of the best students from the Faculty 

of Economics at the University of Belgrade visited the FEB in the organization of 

eSTUDENT.  

For the benefit of the visiting students the Department of Trade, led by the head 

of the department Professor Nikola Knego, organized a lecture by Ivan Crnjac, 

AGROKOR’s Board member and the Vice President of finance, strategy and 

capital trade. The title of the lecture was “AGROKOR’s Strategy and Expansion 

in Croatia and Serbia”. The audience was welcomed by Dr Anita Pavković, Vice 

Dean, and Dr Dario Dunković from the Department of Trade.   

The leader of the Belgrade team Aleksandar Jakšić highlighted that both the Za-

greb and the Belgrade schools represent the most elite educational institutions in the two countries and that they are both 

very relevant factors in the development of these countries. „You are in the position of implementing innovation faster than 

we can, and in this we have a lot to learn from you. I am glad that everyone present here agree that what had happened in 

the past must stay in the past and that we are the generation of the future. We need an economically strong Croatia, while 

you need an economically strong Serbia. I ask you, young and sucessful students, to help your countries and to utilise your 

knowledge and energy to build a better life for yourself and for your countrymen. Naturally, I hope that you as well as my 

colleagues from Belgrade will stay in their respective home countries and that all of you will use your knowledge to increase 

the social welfare of your states.“ 

Apart from the lecture, the Belgrade students took part in several other activities. They were especially impressed by their 

visit to the Faculty library, where Zrinka Udiljak Bugarinovski presented the work of Documentation Centre. 

Student Competition in Presenting in English 

On the 7th of March, the Department of Business Foreign Languages held “Organize Your Talk” for the third time. 13 teams 

participated in this year’s competition for first-year students in presenting in English. Apart from the prizes awarded to the 

first three teams, this year an audience award was also presented to the team that got the most votes from the audience.  

The presentations were observed and evaluated by the following panel of judges: Ines 

Bezjak Kožnjak (coordinator for HR development at INA); Anica Vrlec Bartolić (HR ma-

nager at Ernst&Young); Vesna Cigan (senior lecturer in English and German for speci-

fic purposes, Vice-Dean for Mobility and International Cooperation at University College 

Effectus, and President of the Association of Teachers of Languages for Specific Pur-

poses at Institutions of Higher Education); Professor Dubravka Sinčić Ćorić 

(Department of Marketing); and Professor Ivan Strugar, (Department of Informatics, 

and President of the Committee for Quality Improvement in Teaching and Academics). 

All participants were satisfied with and enthusiastic about the competition. The value of 

the project was recognized by the Association of Teachers of Languages for Specific 

Purposes at Institutions of Higher Education. The Association expressed an interest in 

expanding the competition to all interested institutions of higher education in Croatia. 

The winners took home valuable prizes. 

 

The following students won the first three places at the competition: 

 

I.  Jelavić Dora, Jurjević Nikolina, Karačić Adriana, Kapelec Lea, Karabaić Daria  (tutor: Dr Viš-

nja Kabalin Borenić). Presentation topic:  Pink Tax. 

 

II. Penava Anamaria, Radić Robert, Radojčić Nikolina, Radovčić Domagoj (tutor: Ankica Knezo-

vić). Topic:  Unemployment in Croatia 

 

III. Beara Luka, Bilokapić Stipan, Findrik Ivana, Galić Tea (tutor: Vera Krnajski Hršak) 

     Topic: Time Management 

 

Audience Award: Krbavac Filip, Krišto Ante, Krznarić Ana, Kordić Sebastian, Kosović Roko 

(tutor: Nada Gjukić) Topic: The Financial Aspects of Soccer 



Book launch: Globalne financije 

On the 17th of March Professor Ivan Lovrinović’s book entitled, Globalne finan-

cije was launched at the FEB. Dean Žager opened the event at which the 

reviewers – Dr Dubravko Radošević (Institute of Economics), Dr Sead Kreso 

(Faculty of Economics, University of Sarajevo), prof. Dr Drago Jakovčević 

(FEB) – and the author introduced the book to the audience.  

“The author very clearly presents the attitudes towards the most important pro-

blems related to Croatia’s integration process into the European Union, 

especially regarding Croatia’s entrance into the European Monetary Union. 

The monograph by Professor Ivan Lovrinović undoubtedly starts with dominant 

theories used in international finance, but the real value of the book is in its 

presentation of the currency market and of currency risk management. The 

author dedicated a whole chapter to the analysis of the different varieties of 

currency exchange management which are considered optimal for an open 

economy.” (Dr Radošević).  

The 734-page book consists of 13 chapters and is aimed primarily at specia-

lists in the financial and banking sector, managers, financial professionals, 

students of economics and the general public.  

European Money Week at the FEB 

Between the 9th and 13th of March during the European Money Week, a 

series of lectures and workshops were organized by the Financial Club and 

eSTUDENT. The aim of the lectures was to increase the financial literacy of 

Croatian society. 

The events held in the scope of the European Money Week were started off 

with a roundtable discussion on the financial status of Croatian students, 

where research findings on students’ financial situation, plans and attitudes 

were presented. The research was conducted by Hrvatska poštanska banka 

(HPB) in cooperation with Studentski.hr portal, and with the support of stu-

dent associations eSTUDENT, AIESEC and the Financial Club. The roun-

dtable discussion was opened by Dr Mislav Ante Omazić, Vice Dean for 

Education, Student Affairs and Quality Management. Later Lidija Martinović, 

senior specialist for corporate communication at HPB addressed the audien-

ce. She thanked the research participants for their work and asked the stu-

dents to continue suggesting ways to improve the financial situation of their fellow students.  

Dr Marijana Ivanov (FEB), Leona Slatković Harčević (studentski.hr), Antea Britvić and Iskra Zidanić (HPB) participated in 

the roundtable discussions. They analyzed research findings, discussed student standards and the ways students mana-

ge their finances. They also talked about financial literacy and financial education.   

 

The publication of Radical Decision Making - Leading Strategic Change in Complex Organizations 

We are pleased to announce the publication of Radical Decision Making - Leading Strategic Change in 

Complex Organizations (ISBN: 978-1-13749-230-2). Palgrave McMillan, the prestigious publisher, publis-

hed Dr Domagoj Hruška’s book as part of its Business & Management Collection 2015 series. 

The book offers a new framework to observe the process of strategic changes and the role of the leader 

in the process. For more information please visit the publisher’s page:  

http://www.palgrave.com/page/detail/radical-decision-making-domagoj-hruška/?sf1=barcode&st1=9781137492302.   
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   IN BRIEF 

 

2 March – The opening of the Case Study Competition 2015, a regional student competition organized by the student associ-

ation eSTUDENT. This year students compete in solving business problems for 13 reputable companies. Each case study 

poses a unique problem and is focused on a specific field of expertise. As part of the preparation to the competition, competi-

tors were briefed on the individual companies and their cases from 10 March to 13 March. 

2 March - a lecture entitled „Erasmus+ info day by eSTUDENT“ was held in the organization of eSTUDENT. During the lectu-

re nine returning visiting students shared their experiences about their stay in Portugal, Spain, Belgium, the Netherlands, 

Sweden, France and Austria. The students touched upon topics such as living costs at the different destinations, the quality of 

the universities they visited, possibilities to travel and practical information on applying to the Erasmus+ programme. After the 

presentation, the students took questions from the audience. The exchange of information was not limited to the duration of 

the information day, as the contact details of the eSTUDENT members who took part in the exchange programme were distri-

buted to the audience. 

4 March -  Dr Vatroslav Škare course coordinator of “Marketing on the Internet” at the Department of Marketing participated in 

the public lecture titled, „The Post-modern Consumer and the Digital Age“. The lecture formed a part of the „Sociology of Dia-

logue“ lecture series, co-organized by the „Society, Economics and Labor“ club of the Croatian Sociology Association and by 

the „Bogdan Ogrizović“ library. Dr Škare spoke of how digital technologies strengthen companies as well as consumers. Enab-

led by new technologies, consumers play a new role in their interaction with businesses and become partners to businesses. 

He gave practical examples and described the development of marketing activities under the influence of digital technologies. 

4 March – „Creativity as Social Stimulus – Creativity and Innovation for a More Successful Society” roundtable discussion. 

The roundtable discussion held in the aula of the Rectorate of the University of Zagreb is part of the „Innovation and 

Technology Transfer – a Trigger for Croatian Economic Development” forum. The discussion was opened by Professor Damir 

Boras, the Rector of the University of Zagreb. Professor Boras’s opening was followed by introductory remarks from Dr Alek-

sandar Battiste Ilić, the Dean of the Academy of Fine Arts, Dr Feđa Vukić, Faculty of Architecture, Dr Mislav Ante Omazić, 

Faculty of Economy and Business, Ivana Nikolić Popović, the president of the Competitiveness Cluster of Creative and Cultu-

ral Industries of Croatia, Ivo Špigl, entrepreneur and founder of the Zagreb Start-up Incubator and Vanda Voloder, the repre-

sentative of the FOJO project. The conclusions of the roundtable discussion can be found at http://www.unizg.hr/nc/vijest/

article/odrzan-okrugli-stol-kreativnost-kao-pokretac-drustva/  

11 – 18 March – Dr Kristina Petljak from the Department of Trade held a lecture on the course titled, “Consumer Driven 

Supply Chains” at the Department of Operations Management, Copenhagen Business School (CBS). Dr Petljak delivered her 

guest lecture on the topic of „Sustainability in the food supply chain”. 

19 March  – “Creative Accounting – Manipulation or a Step Forward”, a conference organized by the Financial Club student 

association. The goal of the conference was to present creative accounting to the students and to show how much can be 

achieved with the help of a strong accounting background. The focus of the conference was on the accounting and auditing 

industry. The Dean of the FEB, Professor Lajoš Žager opened the conference, while Professor Boris Tušek, as well as repre-

sentatives of Deloitte, PWC, OSFI and Premium Core were among the participants. 

19 March – The opening of Smartup - eSTUDENT’s educational competition in business idea development. The primary goal 

of the competition is the promotion of entrepreneurship and entrepreneurial spirit among students and connecting the young 

proactive talents with the most desirable firms, prospective employers or investors. 

19 – 20 March – Professor Krešimir Žigić, from CERGE-EI (Charles University, Center for Economic Research and Graduate 

Education), Prague, Czech Republic, delivered guest lectures as part of the Microeconomics course on the BDiB programme. 

23 March – Jason Berry, the CEO of Positive Equity, an international futures trading company, delivered a lecture at the FEB 

in the organization of the Financial Club student association. The lecture covered the history, development and present state 

of the futures contracts market, the technology used in futures trade, differences between pit and e-trade and described the 

typical work day of a futures contract broker.  


